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Yemen allocates 18% of its general expenses towards education (UNESCO, p. 2).  In 2010 China allocated $31.61 U.S. dollars towards their education budget.  It was a 9% increase from the previous year (Wikipedia).  U.S. education expenditure as a percentage of GDP was 5.5 in 2007 compared to 5.1 in 1999 (Global Education Database).    The U.S. spent over $800 billion dollars in 2008 (usgovernmentspending.com).  Therefore, out of the three countries, the U.S. provides much more state support for education.  It also provides scholarships and federal aid for those students and families who cannot afford higher education.  China provides scholarships and monetary aid as well but once a student graduates and receives employment, the employer pays the loans if there are any.
Curriculum 

Prior to 1962, Yemen’s curriculum consisted of teaching students the Qu’ran (the Islamic religious text) (StateUniversity.com).  It wasn’t until around the mid 60’s and early 70’ that reading, writing, math and science were taught.  In Yemen’s Basic Education (elementary), there is an alphabetic literacy program which has two stages: 1) to acquire basic reading, writing and math skills; 2) observation to prepare the student for the last year in basic (UNESCO, p. 10).  General Secondary Education takes three years and is solely focused on science or art.  Vocation training is either two or three years.  The two year program is more industrial and focuses on electricity, electronics, mechanics, carpentry and building.  The three year program is more professional and focuses on civil engineering, electricity, electronics, mechanics, beautiful arts, carpentry, building, marine, commerce, agriculture, and veterinary.  The University Education is higher education after completion of VT and offers many career possibilities.  However, there are only two universities throughout the country.  Students are instructed in Arabic until they attend a university where some courses are taught in English (stateuniversity.com).  China’s elementary curriculum focuses on math, music, drawing, Chinese, nature, history, geography, and physical education.  Patriotism is also a strong part of the curriculum.  “A foreign language, often English, is introduced in about the third grade. Chinese and mathematics accounted for about 60 percent of the scheduled class time; natural science and social science accounted for about 8 percent” (Wikipedia).  Additionally, students usually work together and have school responsibilities and obligations.  The U.S. curriculum focuses on all subjects reading, writing, math, science and social studies with reading the highest priority followed by writing, math, science then social studies.  With global demands and competition, the U.S. is emphasizing more science instruction and assessments.  Curriculum varies state to state and even district to district and is a current concern for nation-wide consistency and accountability.  There is a strong separation between the church and the schools and only private religious schools are allowed to teach anything religious.  Parents have many opportunities for types of schools such as public, private, charter, or even home schooling.  The government also provides federal grant and scholarships for those who cannot afford higher education.
Standard Forms of Instruction
Yemen has Basic Education for six years, General Secondary Education for three years, and offers Vocation Training and University Education.  Only Basic and General Secondary are mandatory.  China’s structure begins in primary school also for six years, followed by junior middle school for four years, senior high school or vocational school for three years and university or college for another four or more years.  Only primary and junior middle school are mandatory which is similar to Yemen.  The U.S. is similar in that there are six years of elementary, three of middle, four of high school and four to five years for a higher education degree.
Aims of Educational System

Since Yemen’s revolution in 1962, the country has made education and literacy one of its main goals.  The low literacy rate in 1990 when the country’s two republics united into one was 64% (Unesco.org, 2004 p. 2).  For the last fourteen years, the country has focused on educated all its citizens, not just its youth.  “Yemen efforts, in ensuring educational opportunities, are not limited to children and youth, but they include those who are aged” (Unesco, p. 2).  Their main goals are to “establish literacy, educating adults and basic training programs to facilitate education and training opportunities for those who could not join the regular education and training system or dropped out of it” (Unesco, p. 2).  China “has committed itself to markedly raising educational levels generally by 2020” (Wikipedia).  It has been focusing on modernization and innovation.  The U.S. is currently aimed at increasing student achievement in reading and math, increase achievement of high school students, prepare students for employment and future learning, and helping struggling schools attain proficiency.
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